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For Immediate Release

January 11, 2011

UBC Professor Lorne Whitehead to speak at CLTC’s first Don Aumann Memorial Lecture

The California Lighting Technology Center’s inaugural Don Aumann Memorial Lecture in Lighting Efficiency will be held from 6 to 8 p.m. Jan. 25 at the University of California, Davis Conference Center Ballroom. The intent of the annual lecture – which will focus on sustainability and energy efficiency in lighting, architecture, and building design – is to honor the memory of Don Aumann, the CLTC program director who died suddenly in March 2007. 

Lorne Whitehead, PhD, professor of applied physics at the University of British Columbia (UBC), will speak at this year’s lecture on the promise of harnessing daylight to illuminate buildings. Whitehead’s work involves “applying novel geometrical configurations to applied physics problems.” Employing this research focus, Whitehead helped develop the SunCentral Core Sunlighting System, an exterior fixture with a combination of moveable and fixed mirrors and a horizontal light pipe that redirects and distributes sunlight into the cores of buildings. The system allows daylight to be used instead of or in conjunction with electric light throughout a building. This eases daytime demands for electric lighting, reduces greenhouse gas emissions, and alleviates stress on the electricity grid during demand peaks.

UC Davis partnered with UBC to install and test one SunCentral Core Sunlighting System at the Veterinary Medicine Facility N-2 Building on campus, and a second installation is planned. Research and development on the Core Sunlighting System is necessary because lighting constitutes 35% of California’s commercial electricity consumption, according to the California Energy Commission. In California and across the United States, reducing lighting loads in commercial buildings would significantly reduce energy consumption and the associated negative environmental impacts.

Whitehead also is UBC’s Leader of Education Innovation. He holds more than 100 patents, has founded numerous companies to support his inventions, and has performed research in wide-ranging fields such as fluid mechanics, power systems, electromagnetics, photonics, and electronics.

The Don Aumann Memorial Lecture is graciously supported by many within the lighting community who appreciated Aumann’s commitment to and enthusiasm for the lighting industry, and is sponsored in part by Pacific Gas and Electric Co. and the Public Interest Energy Research (PIER) program of the California Energy Commission.

Download the lecture poster.

Click here for more information about the lecture.
RSVP for the lecture. 

Media Contact: 
Kelly Cunningham,
Outreach Director
California Lighting Technology Center, UC Davis
530-747-3824, kcunning@ucdavis.edu
About the UC Davis California Lighting Technology Center 
The center is a research and education facility that focuses on the application of energy-efficient lighting and daylighting technologies through research, development, demonstration, outreach, and education in partnership with utilities, manufacturers, end users, builders, designers, and governmental agencies. The center, part of the Design Program at UC Davis, was established through a collaborative effort of the California Energy Commission's Public Interest Energy Research (PIER) Program and UC Davis, with support from the U.S. Department of Energy and the National Electrical Manufacturers Association. 

About UC Davis 
For more than 100 years, UC Davis has engaged in teaching, research and public service that matter to California and transform the world. 

Located close to the state capital, UC Davis has more than 32,000 students, more than 2,500 faculty and more than 21,000 staff, an annual research budget that exceeds $679 million, a comprehensive health system and 13 specialized research centers. The university offers interdisciplinary graduate study and more than 100 undergraduate majors in four colleges -- Agricultural and Environmental Sciences, Biological Sciences, Engineering, and Letters and Science. It also houses six professional schools -- Education, Law, Management, Medicine, Veterinary Medicine and the Betty Irene Moore School of Nursing. 

Additional information: 
Sustainability at UC Davis <http://sustainability.ucdavis.edu> 

UC Davis California Lighting Technology Center <http://cltc.ucdavis.edu>
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